
David Kim, Violin
     Violinist David Kim was born in Illinois in 1963, began 
violin studies at age three and started studying with Dorothy 
DeLay at eight. He later studied at the Juilliard School where he 
earned BA and MA degrees. Mr. Kim was the only American to 
win a prize at the 1986 International Tchaikovsky Competition 
in Moscow. He has been Concertmaster with the Philadelphia 
Orchestra since 1999. 
     Kim has also taught at many colleges and universities, and 
is concertmaster at the annual All-Star Orchestra run by Gerard 
Schwarz. He is a frequent soloist in Philadelphia and orchestras 
in Dallas, Pittsburgh, Sacramento, Seoul, Moscow and around 
the world. In 2017, he soloed with the Buffalo Philharmonic. 
    Mr. Kim resides in Philadelphia with his wife and two 

daughters. He also serves on the Advisory Board of the San Jose Youth Symphony and has been awarded doctorates 
from the University of Rhode Island, Dickinson College and Eastern University.
 He plays a c. 1757 Guadagnini instrument made in Milan, Italy, on loan from the Philadelphia Orchestra. The 
GSO welcomes David Kim for this all-Tchaikovsky concert, which is not to be missed!
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Program

An Evening with David  Kim
                Sunday,  March 11, 2018   4:00 PM

Elba Central School Auditorium, Elba, New York
Guest soloist David Kim, Violin - Philadelphia Orchestra Concertmaster

Concerto for Violin and Orchestra in D | Tchaikovsky  David Kim, Violin 
Symphony No. 4 in F Minor | Tchaikovsky 

Save a Tree… Get the GSO Newsletter in your email!
      For those of us who now get most of our news and other content electronically, the GSO offers the option 
of getting this Newsletter from now on… in your email. NOT your snail-mail!  How?  Simple. 
Send an email to geneseesymphonyorchestra@gmail.com and it’ll happen.

GSO is on your favorite social media
Check us out on Facebook, Twitter @SymphonyGenesee, and 
Instagram @geneseesymphonyorchestra
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Notes from the Co-Presidents
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 You don’t have to travel very far to hear and see a world 
famous violinist-only a short drive up route 98 to Elba. GSO’s 
Board of Directors and Conductor/Musical Director Shade 
Zajac are flying Philadelphia Orchestra’s famed Concertmaster 
David Kim in to Western NY for a dream concert. “An Evening 
With David Kim” is Sunday March 11 in the Elba Central 
School Auditorium.  
 Shade met Kim at concerts in our area in recent years (he 
recently soloed with the BPO). As they became acquainted, 
Shade realized that though he held a prestigious position in 
the Philadelphia Orchestra, David is a very “down to earth” 
musician who likes to travel, and shares his violin virtuosity 
with many audiences outside of Philadelphia.  
 GSO musicians are thrilled to host a concert with David 
Kim, and featuring all Tchaikovsky works. The concert 
features the “Concerto for Violin and Orchestra in D,” with 
the GSO playing Tchaikovsky “Symphony No. 4.”  Mark your 
calendar for March 11th, 4:00 PM at Elba for an evening of 
orchestral music you’ll never forget. 
 The GSO is very appreciative to the administration and 
music teachers of Elba for sharing their beautiful auditorium 
with our GSO  musicians and audience. We hope to see you 
March 11 to celebrate a famous violin virtuoso - and the 
glorious music of Tchaikovsky!
 Roxie Choate and Paul Saskowski
 GSO Co-Presidents 2017-18

Note from the Historian
GSO’s Early Conductors, Part 1
 The Genesee Symphony Orchestra (and its former entity 
the Batavia Civic Orchestra) has had many music directors 
with local ties to Western NY, and who would go on to other 
career-defining positions. 
 One such individual was Willis Page, graduate of 
Monroe High School & Eastman School of Music, and a 
WWII Bronze Star recipient. Page became a successful bass 
player with the Boston Symphony and Associate Conductor 
of the Buffalo Philharmonic. In 1958, when the Batavia 
Civic Orchestra went through its name change to become 
the Genesee Symphony, Page was appointed conductor. He 
served until 1960 when he went on to conduct the Nashville 
Symphony. He then became conductor of Tokyo’s Yomiuri 
Nippon Symphony Orchestra, the first US citizen to hold 
such a position. 
 Although Page’s tenure with GSO was relatively short 
compared to other conductors, his time on the podium was 
considered a very successful time in GSO history. 
 Here’s an interesting note: Tchaikovsky’s Symphony 
No. 4 was first performed by the newly named Genesee 
Symphony Orchestra under Willis Page October 27, 1958, 
the first concert of GSO’s Twelfth Season. Come hear the 
GSO perform it once more on March 11, 2018.
 Want to learn more about Willis Page and his time with 
the Genesee Symphony? Visit the memory books in the 
reference section of the Richmond Memorial Library. And 
be sure to visit the permanent display at the Holland Land 
Office Museum for more historical facts about the GSO.
 Joanne Tumminello, GSO Historian

Message from the Conductor
Dear Friends,
 As always, thanks to everyone who braved the weather and came out to our Holiday concert! It was a magical evening and 
would not have been possible without your support. A very special thanks to the extraordinarily kind people who brushed off 
my car after the concert! It was so thoughtful and helpful and I appreciated it so much!!
 Now we get to look forward to a very special concert on March 11th at Elba Central School. As you may know, David Kim, 
Concertmaster of the world renown Philadelphia Orchestra is joining us for an evening of Tchaikovsky. You’ve heard me say 
it but I really mean it: YOU DO NOT WANT TO MISS THIS! David Kim is a world class musician whose playing is simply 
breathtaking. He will be performing the Tchaikovsky violin concerto, one of the most challenging and beautiful concertos in 
the violin repertoire. It’s filled with gorgeous singing melodies, as well as incredibly fast and technical moments. 
 After the interval, we will embark on Tchaikovsky’s incredible fourth symphony. This is one of the most popular pieces 
in orchestral repertoire. It starts with the brass at full power, playing what is known as the “fate motif” accompanied by 
chords which many have described as “lightning bolts.” You may remember me talking about a different “fate motif” when we 
performed Beethoven’s fifth symphony earlier this season, and there are many that drawn parallels between the two pieces. The 
second movement contains one of the most stunning oboe solos. The GSO’s fabulous principal oboe player, Brenda Small, is 
sure to bring wonderful richness and musicality to this beautiful and very difficult solo. The third movement (Scherzo: Pizzicato 
ostinato) is a playful movement where we hear plucking the strings the entire time, interjected by the winds, and very quiet 
and staccato brass. The finale is a whirlwind of vigorous scales and runs, played at breakneck-speed, giving no quarter. The 
Tchaikovsky 4th is incredibly demanding for the all involved but an absolute joy to play. We so look forward to presenting it to 
you in March.
 This will be a concert to remember! We are lucky to have Mr. Kim joining us, we are lucky to be playing this incredible 
music, and we are so lucky to have your unwavering support of our wonderful GSO. As always we hope to see you there!
 Much love,  ~SZ
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Final Season Concert

Romantic Masterpieces
Sunday, May 6, 2018  4:00 PM
Elba Central School Auditorium
Featuring Mimi Hwang, cello
GSO String Workshop

Wagner | Siegfried’s Death & Funeral March
Elgar | Concerto for Cello & Orchestra in E-minor 

Mimi Hwang, Cello
Howard Hanson | Symphony No. 2 “Romantic”

Ask the Maestro - March, 2018
Q: What are some pieces you’ve always wanted to conduct, but 
have not conducted yet?
A: There are so many pieces I want to conduct, and many I’ve 
conducted and want to again, hopefully many more times! 
      Hands down, I want to conduct Mahler Symphony 9. It was his 
last completed symphony and his farewell to love and romance, 
country living, city living and finally life itself. It’s a staggeringly 
beautiful and heartfelt piece I have thought about for a long time 
and cannot wait for an opportunity to conduct. 
      Another piece is Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring. It’s a complex 
piece with an incredible number of time signature changes and 
what we call poly-rhythms. At its premiere performance, a riot 
broke out between those who thought it was horrible - and those 
who thought it was a work of genius. It’s the piece that made me 
want to become a composer, and the first score I ever bought. 
I have been obsessed with it since I heard it in the car with my 
Grandfather when I was in 7th grade. 
      ~SZ
      If you have a question about music or how an orchestra works, 
email Bobknipe@hotmail.com and we’ll provide an answer in 
future newsletters!

11th Annual GSO Young Artist Competition  
 The Genesee Symphony Orchestra sponsors its eleventh 
annual Young Artist Competition on April 28, 2018, at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Batavia. Young musicians from across 
Western New York are invited to apply, as are students of private 
music teachers. The competition is open to all music students, 
vocal and instrumental, Grades 8-11, who currently perform at a 
NYSSMA level V or VI. The GSO provides an opportunity for 
the winning student to perform with the orchestra in its 2018-
2019 concert season. 2017 winner Mia Fasanello performed an 
oboe solo at the October, 2017 GSO concert. Past winners have 
been featured in NPR’s “From the Top” radio program. 
 The Young Artist Competition is adjudicated by GSO 
Conductor Shade Zajac, with a panel of music educators and 
GSO musicians. Further information and an application can be 
obtained from area school and private music teachers, or by 
contacting Katharine Wilson at katharinewilson04@gmail.com.

GSO 2018 String Workshop
 The starting bell has rung for the GSO 2018 String 
Workshop! Area string teachers and students have begun 
learning their parts for Sibelius’ Andante Festivo and 
Gustav Holst’s  St. Paul’s Suite for String Orchestra.  
 String Workshop students will join Maestro Shade 
Zajac on Saturday April 14th as they work on expression, 
dynamics, and interpretation of this year’s musical works, 
at the First Presbyterian Church, 300 East Main St. from 
9:45am until 2:00pm. 
 The String Workshop also promotes improvement of 
playing skills for students of the violin, viola, cello and 
bass. Participants are mentored by GSO string players, and 
will join the GSO for the Sunday, May 6th concert at Elba 
Central School. Scholarships are awarded to the hardest-
working students in the workshop, which is open not only 
to young string learners but to adult students as well who 
wish to brush up on their skills, work with a professional 
ensemble, and perform with the GSO.
 Ask your string teacher about learning this year’s music 
and participating in this outreach program sponsored by the 
GSO and The Bank of Castile.

GSO Raffle 2018 Features Gift Certificate 
from First Choice Travel
     The annual GSO raffle is a major fundraiser for the 
orchestra, popular with concertgoers and supporters as 
well. The 2017 raffle featured a weekend at Geneva-
on-the-Lake in Geneva, NY.
     This year we are working with First Choice Travel, 
well known for putting together some wonderful tour 
packages. Rather than offer a specific package, we offer 
a $1000 First Choice Travel Gift Certificate as a raffle 
prize, good for any tour or other service First Choice 
provides. Tickets are $10 each or 2 for $15, available 
at any GSO concert or from any Board member. The 
$1000 gift certificate will be raffled at our May 6th 
2018 concert. The more you buy, the better your 
chances of winning the vacation of a lifetime, and the 
more you support your GSO!

Adopt-a-Chair Adopt Me!

 
      Adopt-a-Chair is an exciting program which affords the 
participant a first-hand experience with the orchestra. 
      For $35.00, “adopt” a musician of the orchestra. Choose 
your favorite instrument and sit in that section during 
the dress rehearsal, for a “behind the scenes” experience 
in which you will see and hear an orchestra at work. 
Contact Helen Parkins at hparkins3373@gmail.com to 
arrange your Adopt-a-Chair experience.



     The GSO is pleased to be affiliated with 
Genesee Community College as Orchestra in 
Residence, since February 2005. The Stuart 
Steiner Theatre is the GSO home for most regular 
season concerts, and qualified GCC students may 

enroll for college credit through performance with the GSO. 
Both the Orchestra and College are pleased with this mutually 
beneficial affiliation.

 
2017-2018 Ticket Information
Single Ticket Prices
Adult .......................................  $15
Senior Citizen (62 & older) ...... $10
Student (18 & under) ................  $7
Family Ticket  .......................... $35  
(parents and children 12 and under)
Concert tickets may be purchased at the door the day of the 
concert or at the following GSO “place of business” supporters: 
GoArt!• Roxy’s Music Store • YNGODESS, Smokin’ Eagles 
Restaurant, LeRoy, and www.geneseesymphony.com.
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Purchase TOPS gift cards to support
your GSO!
     You can support your GSO by purchasing TOPS gift cards! Look 
for our TOPS Cards representative at the ticket table on concert 
dates.  Cash or check (made payable to GSO) can be accepted for 
your purchase.  For more information, contact Joanne Tumminello 
at: jtmreg4@hotmail.com.  

GSO Website  
    The GSO Website is up and running! Visit us at www.
geneseesymphony.com and find the most up to date 
information for concert events and symphony news.
      In addition to articles about our musicians and history, 
you’ll be able to purchase your concert tickets online–and 
of course, prices are the same as at our usual outlets. Just 
print your receipt and bring it with you to the concert! 

What’s the GSO doing next year? Join us 
and find out!
     After the May 6 concert, GSO musicians, Board, 
friends, String Workshop participants, families and 
guests (including you!) are invited to an end-of-sea-
son celebration dinner, 6:00pm immediately following 
the concert. We’re working on location and menu, but 
hope you’ll be with us.
     Join your GSO friends and musicians for an in-
formal evening of basking in the glow of the concert, 
and hearing from Maestro Zajac on the 2018-19 GSO 
season repertoire!  Let Roxie Choate know you’re in: 
roxie.gso@gmail.com or call 356-9635.
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