
Dare to Dream!
Sunday, October 28, 2018  

Meet the Orchestra - 3:00 pm 
Concert - 4:00 pm

Genesee Community College
Featuring World Premiere by S. Shade Zajac

and Guest Soloist Marza Wilks, Cello 

Electric Dream for Acoustic Orchestra       S. Shade Zajac
World Premiere

Concerto for Violoncello and Orchestra     Samuel Barber
Marza Wilks, Cello

Symphony No. 2 in B Minor                 Alexander Borodin
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Program
Message from the Conductor
Dear Friends of the GSO,
 I hope you had a very pleasant summer and like us are 
looking forward to the Genesee Symphony Orchestra’s 
72nd season of music. As always we have a very eclectic 
and exciting collection of concerts to present to you. 
 The October 28 program will begin with a new piece 
of music I composed especially for the GSO, titled Electric 
Dream for Acoustic Orchestra. Although I still don’t wish 
to give too much away about the piece, I will say it was an 
absolute joy to write this piece for this fantastic orchestra 
and we are very excited to present it to you. 
 Next we will be joined by cellist Marza Wilks to 
perform the devilishly difficult Concerto for Violoncello 
and Orchestra by Samuel Barber. I have known Marza 
since I began to play the cello. We both had the same 
teacher and played in group class together every Saturday. 
She now studies at the Juilliard School of Music and 
has many accomplishments, which you can read in her 
biography elsewhere in this newsletter. Marza and I have 
wanted to work together for a very long time so we are 
thrilled to have opportunity to do so and to perform one of 
the most amazing pieces for the instrument. 
 Finishing the program we have a slight change. We 
will be performing Alexander Borodin’s Second Symphony 
in B Minor. Borodin was a full time chemist and part time 
composer and whose music is full of beautiful soaring 
melodies as well brilliant orchestral fireworks. It features 
many musicians in the orchestra including the Clarinet, 
Oboe, Trumpet and Horn. This is one of my absolute 
favorite pieces of music that is often forgotten. I’m sure 
you will fall in love with it as well. 
 We hope you will join us Oct. 28 at GCC for this first 
concert in what will be another fantastic season of great 
music from your GSO!        
~Shade 

 Do you know the best kept secret in our GLOW region?  
Well, it used to be a secret but now that the GSO has our 
enthusiastic young conductor, S. Shade Zajac, folks from 
all over the ara are buzzing about the wonderful quality of 
music the Genesee Symphony is playing.  
 On Sunday October 28th at 4:00pm, come to the GSO’s 
Fall Concert at the Stuart Steiner Theater, GCC and you will 
hear why everyone is so excited about our GSO’s sound. 
At this concert you’ll hear Peruvian-born Marza Wilks on 
cello, playing the Samuel Barber Concerto for Violincello 
and Orchestra. Shade has commented that this concerto is 
incredibly hard to master, and one he hasn’t placed in his 
repertoire until now. 
 Shade is allowing us into his inner-sanctum as the 
orchestra plays Electric Dream for Acoustic Orchestra by 
composer S. Shade Zajac. You’re in for a surprise listening 
to his exciting piece. 
 And what do you know of Alexander Borodin, a 19th 
century Russian composer? Come and experience Borodin’s 
Symphony No. 2 in B Minor. You’ll be filled with the very 
dynamic “showy” sound of this seldom-performed work.
 Come join your friends for this wonderful GSO 72nd 
season opener! Tickets can be purchased at the door, online 
at www.geneseesmphony.com, at Roxy’s Music, GOART!, 
or at the YNGODESS shop. Show your support for our GSO 
and we’ll see you there!
 Roxie Choate, GSO Board President 

Notes from the President

Adopt Me!
Adopt-a-Chair
      Adopt-a-Chair is an exciting program which affords the 
participant a first-hand experience with the orchestra. 
      For $35.00, “adopt” a musician of the orchestra. Choose 
your favorite instrument and sit in that section during 
the dress rehearsal, for a “behind the scenes” experience 
in which you will see and hear an orchestra at work. 
Contact Helen Parkins at hparkins5@gmail.com to arrange 
your Adopt-a-Chair experience.
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Marza Wilks, Cello
Marza Merophi Wilks is a twenty five year old, Peruvian-born cellist. She has been playing classical 
cello since the age of 5 and is a current Master of Music student at The Juilliard School, where she 
studies with Natasha Brofsky. A recent graduate from the New England Conservatory of Music, she 
just completed her Graduate Diploma and Bachelor of Music degrees under the guidances of Paul 
Katz and Natasha Brofsky.

 Marza has a strong passion for community engagement and sharing her music with communities 
that wouldn’t otherwise have a chance to. Marza has worked with The National Orchestral Institute, 
The Juilliard School, and The New England Conservatory to inspire musicians of underrepresented 
minorities.
Marza has been a guest soloist with several orchestras, including the Orchestra of the Southern 
Fingerlakes, the Cayuga Chamber Orchestra, and others. Marza has been named a semi-finalist of 
the prestigious 2016 Sphinx Competition.
Marza has held fellowships from The Juilliard School and the New England Conservatory. Summer 

involvement has included: The Sitka Cello Seminar, Sarasota Music Festival, the Heifetz International Music Institute, the 
National Orchestral Institute, and the Meadowmount School of Music.

About the Barber Cello Concerto
 Samuel Barber’s 1945 Concerto for Violoncello and 
Orchestra was the second of his three concertos; one each for 
violin, cello and piano. Barber was still on active duty with 
the US Army at the time of the commission by Koussevitzky. 
Russian expatriate cellist Raya Garbousova premiered it with 
the Boston Symphony in April, 1946. This concerto won Barber 
the New York Music Critics’ Circle Award in 1947. It is not often 
performed, likely due to its technical demands and challenges 
of interpretation. The work is scored for solo cello and small 
orchestra, and consists of three movements: Allegro moderato, 
Andante sostenuto, and Molto allegro e appassionato.

About the Borodin Symphony #2
 Symphony No. 2 in B minor was composed intermittently 
between 1869 and 1876. Alexander Borodin was employed as 
a chemistry professor in St. Petersburg, and his composing was 
often interrupted by his teaching, the commissioning of other 
works, and the founding of Russia’s first medical school for 
women!  Symphony #2 is scored for large orchestra and consists 
of four movements. It’s considered Borodin’s most important 
large-scale piece, and has many melodic resemblances to Prince 
Igor and Mlada, two ballet/operas which diverted Borodin’s 
attention during its six years of composition. Listen for familiar 
melodies from these two more frequently heard works.

Planned Giving To Your GSO
 The Genesee Symphony Orchestra has flourished for 71 years not only through providing professional-caliber music in 
our region, but also through the generosity of many individuals, families, organizations and corporations. Sponsorship and 
underwriting have always been essential to our GSO’s survival. Ticket sales provide only a fraction of the GSO’s annual income. 
 Planned giving and endowments are another way to ensure the GSO’s long-term future, as well as benefit the beneficiary. 
Whether you’re doing estate planning or need a tax benefit, there’s a way to give to the GSO to fit every situation. Board members 
of the GSO can work with you to ensure your charitable giving plans help ensure that live orchestral experiences in the Genesee 
region will be a reality for generations to come.
 Bequests: What is a bequest?
A bequest is a gift – a legacy - by means of will, and can be personal or real property. A will is a legal document where one makes 
a disposition of assets or property, to take effect after his or her death (and is revocable during his or her lifetime). The orchestra 
would be named in the will, as a charitable bequest.
 How would the GSO use my bequest?
You could make (1) an unrestricted gift, or (2) restrict the use of the gift to a purpose that you designate. An unrestricted bequest provides 
funds for general purposes, which highly is usable for the GSO as it allows the Board to determine areas of greatest need. Or it could be 
invested in an endowment fund, for future or emergency use.
A gift could also be restricted to a specific use or uses, which the giver designates. An endowed chair, a guest-soloist fund, an equipment 
replacement fund, a young-musician scholarship fund, are a few examples. An entire gift could be designated for that purpose, or the 
restricted gift could be added to an endowment fund, with earned-income-only to be used for the giver’s specified purpose. It’s usually 
best to broadly define such restricted gifts, to ensure ability to use the gift as intended, and not frustrated by changing circumstances. Your 
GSO Board is happy to discuss ideas for a restricted bequest, to assure the GSO would be able to comply.
	 Are	there	different	kinds	of	bequests?
There are a number of other ways to make a gift or bequest. The GSO cannot render legal, tax or other professional advice. Seek 
advice from an attorney, accountant or other professional advisor, when considering making a charitable gift.
To discuss ideas or get more information about planned giving to the GSO, please contact any GSO officer or Board member.
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A Note from GSO Historian

Ask the Conductor  
  Q: How do you learn a new piece you’re about to 
conduct? Do you listen to recordings?
A: This is a great question. Learning a new piece to 
conduct is always a lengthy process. Of course a certain 
amount of listening to recordings is involved, but that’s 
before I actually start learning the piece. 
    As soon as I start really studying the score, I stop 
listening to recordings so I can come up with my own 
ideas and thoughts about the piece… while still thinking 
back to all the great performances I had heard. 
    Once I start, I go through the score - which can be 20 
pages long or over 200 - and start learning the form of the 
piece. Where are the climaxes, the transitions etc.? Then 
I take my pencils and begin making all sorts of markings: 
big dynamics or other reminders in red, cues in blue, etc. 
This takes a long time but the truth is, the study of a great 
piece of music is never finished and the more you study 
and perform it, the more you discover - which is truly 
incredible!

GSO Meet the Orchestra at 
October Rehearsal and 
Concert
 Do you have a child, a grandchild, a student, a 
neighbor kid… who might be curious about how a 
symphony orchestra works and sounds – and looks, from 
the musician side?
 Sign your child up for Meet the Orchestra today! 
Students in grades 3-8 have the opportunity to come to the 
GSO October 27th dress rehearsal at GCC, and sit next to 
the musician of their choice. Then they get a free ticket to 
our October 29th concert. Interested or have questions? 
Email geneseesymphonyorchestra@gmail.com today!

Upcoming Concerts
Holiday Celebration!
Sunday,  December 9, 2018  4:00 p.m.
Byron Bergen Central School Auditorium
Guest Soloist: Raymond Feng, Piano 
GSO 2018 Young Artist Winner

Brian, Brahms and Bernstein!
Sunday, March 3, 2019           4:00 p.m.
Genesee Community College
Guest soloist Brian Preston, Piano

Four Last Songs
Sunday,  May 5,  2019                4:00 p.m.
Elba Central School Auditorium
Guest Soloist Gabrielle LaBare, Soprano 
String Workshop

 Through the years, Genesee Symphony Orchestra has performed on many stages throughout the Genesee Country Region. 
Beginning with Mancuso Theatre in the early years of the Symphony, to the stages of Batavia Senior High, Batavia Middle 
School, GCC Forum and GCC Stuart Steiner Theatre, Elba Central School, Pavilion Central School and even Notre Dame High 
School. Most recently, the GSO was welcomed at Perry Central High School. 
 In addition, the many talented musicians of GSO have also performed at St. James Episcopal Church, the City Church, St. 
Mary’s Church of Batavia and St. Mary’s Church of Medina, an outdoor concert at MacArthur Park and even the Genesee Country 
Mall. This year, a new stage will be added to our many places to make beautiful music, Byron Bergen Senior High School. 
Thank you to all our hosts throughout years for your continued support and allowing us to share our love of music with all of you.   
 Want to learn more Genesee Symphony Orchestra and where performances have taken place over the years? Visit the memory 
books in the reference section of the Richmond Memorial Library. And be sure to visit the permanent display at the Holland Land 
Office Museum for more historical facts about the GSO.
     - Joanne Tumminello, GSO Historian
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Roxie Choate, President
Justin Hopkins, Vice President

Nora Sands, Secretary
Joyce Grazioplene, Treasurer

Roxie Choate, Personnel Manager
Joanne Tumminello, Historian

Bob Knipe, Operations Manager
Pamela Wentworth & Fran Woodworth - Librarians 

Roxie Choate & Melzie Case - Program Book Co-Chairs
S. Shade Zajac, Music Director / Conductor

Jane Balbick
Cathy Contant 
Melzie Case 
Claudia Deiboldt
Janet Foppes
Bob Knipe

Sydney Moore
Howard Owens 
Helen Parkins 
David Porter
Joanne Tumminello
Katharine Wilson 

2016-2017 Ticket Information
Single Ticket Prices
Adult .......................................  $15
Senior Citizen (62 & older) $10
Student (18 & under) ............  $7
Family Ticket .......................... $35  
(parents and children 12 and under)

Concert tickets may be purchased at the door the day of 
the concert or at the following GSO “place of business” 
supporters: Roxy’s Music Store, Vinyl Record Revival, 

YNGODESS, GoArt!, 
and Bank of Castile, LeRoy Branch 

Tickets also available online: www.dailynewstickets.com
and www.geneseesymphony.com
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This project is made possible with funds from  the Decen-
tralization Program, a regrant program of the New York 
State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor 
Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature and 
administered by GoArt!.

GOART! Events Calendar
      GOART! now maintains a calendar database of its affiliate 
groups’ schedules, including GSO concerts and events as 
well as those of other regional NYSCA grant recipients. 
Check it out at www.goart.org and follow the “View All 
Events” tab to see what your GSO - and other GOART & 
NYSCA grant recipients - are up to.

The GSO is pleased to be affiliated with Genesee 
Community College as Orchestra in Residence, since 
February 2005.  The Stuart Steiner Theatre is the GSO 
home for most regular season concerts, and qualified 
GCC students may enroll for college credit through 

performance with the GSO. Both the Orchestra and College are pleased 
with this mutually beneficial affiliation.

GSO Website 
The GSO Website is up and 
running! 
Visit us at www.geneseesymphony.com and find the most up to 
date information for concert events and symphony news.  Purchase 
your concert tickets online, and sign up for the email version of the 
GSO newsletter!

Mission Statement
Genesee Symphony, Inc. is a dynamic, regional orchestra that 
presents innovative programming for the enrichment of the 
community through high quality performance, educational 
opportunities, guest artists, and partnerships that bring a diverse 
public and the arts together.

 2018-2019 Board of Directors
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 Save a Tree… 
Get the GSO Newsletter in your Email!
For those of us who now get most of our 
news and other content electronically, the 

GSO offers the option of getting this Newsletter from 
now on… in your email. NOT your snail-mail!

  How? Simple. Send a quick email to 
geneseesymphonyorchestra@gmail.com 

and it will happen.

GSO is on your favorite social media:  
•Facebook
•Twitter@SymphonyGenesee  
•Instagram@geneseesymphonyorchestra


