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75th Season Celebration
Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow!

Upcoming Concerts
Sunday, December 5, 2021
Genesee Community College  4:00 P.M.

Holiday Jubilee!
Evening Prayer and Dream Pantomime
    from Hansel and Gretel | Humperdinck
Christmas Eve | Sarajevo 12/24 
     as played by Trans-Siberian Orchestra | Arr. Bob Philips
Sleigh Ride | Anderson
Christmas Festival | Anderson
Hark the Herald Angels Sing | arr. Ted Rickets
And other holiday favorites!

Sunday, February 13, 2022
Genesee Community College  4:00 P.M.

CARMEN! 
An Abridged Concert Performance

with Guest Performers Gabrielle LaBare as Carmen 
Ryan Johnson as Don Jose, Britney Burgess as Micaela

and Ben Reisinger as Escamillo 
Additional singers TBA

Sunday, March 6, 2022
EASTMAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC PERFORMANCE

In celebration of the 
Centenary of Eastman School of Music

GSO is on stage at Kodak Hall
Eastman School of Music, Rochester, NY

Dear Friends,
	 Greetings	and	Happy	Holidays	from	your	GSO!	First	off,	a	huge	thank	
you for all of those that have come out to support our last two concerts. 
It has been so wonderful to celebrate our 75th season with you, and the 
fun isn’t over yet! Next up we have our annual Holiday Concert. This year 
we will be bringing you all of your favorite pieces like Christmas Festival 
and Sleigh Ride as well as some newer pieces like Christmas Eve/Sarajevo 
12/24 as played by Trans-Siberian Orchestra. We will also be featuring some 
beautiful music from the opera Hansel and Gretel. This work, much like 
the Nutcracker, is often played around the Holiday time and contains some 
absolutely gorgeous music. As always, there will be a few surprises that I 
cannot tell you about yet. However, one thing is for sure, if you are not in 
the holiday spirit before, you certainly will be after this performance! We of 
the GSO look forward to seeing you there and to bringing another fantastic 
program to our wonderful community!    ~Shade

Genesee Symphony Orchestra
PO Box 391
Batavia, NY 14021-0391
www.geneseesymphony.com

 All of our GSO Board Members and Musicians are very thankful 
for your continued support which keeps our musical growth in our 
GLOW region comin’ on strong. As we celebrate our exciting 75th 
year,	it	is	fulfilling	for	us	to	look	back	on	our		“YESTERDAY,	TODAY,	
TOMORROW”	and	acknowledge	 the	many	“musical	hearts”	we	have	
touched. And....there is still more to come! Shade and our musicians 
LOVE playing for you.  Please continue to support our GSO by attending 
our December 5th, February 13th, March 6th {at Eastman Theater} and 
May 1st Concerts. We celebrated our 75th Anniversary Day with our 
November 6th Concert and Gala Dinner at The LeRoyan. As we move 
forward with more wonderful music from Shade and our GSO, we have 
much to be thankful for and MEGA music in our future. BRAVO!

Music Notes from Justin and Roxie

Message from the Maestro

GSO 75th Anniversary 2021 Holiday Tree 
	 The	Wonderland	of	Trees	at	the	Holland	Land	Office	Museum	in	Batavia	is	in	its	20th	year	with	the	opening	Gala	
on	November	19,	2021.	Each	year,	hundreds	of	visitors	visit	the	Museum	from	mid-November	to	January	to	view	nearly	
fifty	trees,	festive	pictures,	and	holiday	displays	decorated	by	local	businesses	and	organizations.	Check	out	this	year’s	
GSO	Holiday	Christmas	Tree	created	by	our	board	members	Betsy	Tuites,	Melzie	Case,	and	Katherine	Wilson.	Thank	
you	ladies	for	your	hard	work	and	dedication	and	many	thanks	to	the	Holland	Land	Office	Museum	for	once	again	
including the GSO in this special event. 
 Also, check out the small ensembles of GSO musicians who will be playing holiday music on various Friday 
evenings	at	the	Holland	Land	Office	Museum	throughout	the	Wonderland	Season	to	help	spread	holiday	cheer	to	all.	
	 Please	visit	the	Holland	Land	Office	Museum	today	and	show	your	support	for	this	wonderful	event.
																																																																																																																																																													GSO	Holiday	Tree	2020

Highlights from the GSO 
Concert held October 3, 2021 

at GCC
Photos by Chris Choate



        Musicians Spotlight
Julia Plato, GSO Interim Concertmaster				Grew	up	in	Hershey,	PA							Education:	2020	graduate,	Ithaca	College
	 Julia	began	playing	violin	at	age	6	at	Penfield	Elementary	schools	via	the	Suzuki	method.	After	moving	to	Hershey,	PA,	she	
joined the Harrisburg Symphony Youth Orchestra where she fell in love with playing music in an orchestra. While at Ithaca College 
she studied violin with Calvin Wiersma who inspired her to explore music by new composers and view baroque, classical, and 
romantic literature through a contemporary lens. While in college, she played in the National Orchestra Institute and Festival in 
Maryland and at the Apple Hill Chamber Music Festival in Nelson, New Hampshire. After college, Julia studied privately with 
Shannon Nance, assistant concertmaster of the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra.
 Julia’s hopes and dreams for the future: In the upcoming years, she plans to attend graduate school for music education and 
continue performing in orchestras and in chamber groups in the Rochester area. Julia aspires to make it on the substitute list for the 
Rochester	Philharmonic.	In	her	own	words:	“Being	the	concertmaster	of	GSO	and	my	aspirations	for	future	performing	opportunities	keeps	me	motivated	to	
continue improving and growing as a musician.”
 Welcome to the GSO Family Julia. We are very fortunate and happy to have you on board.

Have You Met Zach?
 Zachary Lucero,	GSO	cellist	first	came	to	the	GSO	family	in	September	2015	and	has	returned	regularly	ever	since	the	start	of	
the	2016-17	season.
Zach grew up in Henrietta and has a degree in Geography from Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, NY, and works as a project coordinator 
for an aerial photography & geospatial services provider, editing photos and working with other spatial data for town and county 
governments around the US and Canada. 
 His music education includes cello lessons, music theory classes and performing in chamber and larger group ensembles. When 
asked	why	he	choice	the	cello	and	what	one	goal	he	has	set	for	himself,		Zach	replied:	“My	brother	played	the	violin	while	I	was	
growing	up	and	I	think	I	was	drawn	to	it	both	because	it	was	different	and	because	something	about	playing	in	a	more	supportive	

role in the orchestra appealed to me…One of the goals I have set for myself in the short-term is to be more musically adventurous and to take more risks with 
the	music	I	play.	Until	recently,	I’d	spent	most	of	my	time	in	the	classical	scene	but	getting	together	with	some	other	amateur	musicians	from	the	office	over	
the past year or two has really revealed some blind spots and opened-up avenues for learning of which I only had vague ideas.”
	 An	interesting	factoid	from	Zach’s	past:	He	was	once	“part	of	a	gaggle	of	orchestra	nerds	who	wandered	the	deserted	corridors	of	Dvořák	Hall	in	Prague	
during	a	youth	orchestra	tour	rehearsal	break,	breathlessly	asking	anyone	we	could	find	in	broken	Czech,	if	they	knew	where	we	could	find	Dvorak	t-shirts.	
Unfortunately,	we	never	did	find	them,	so	their	elusiveness	became	the	focal	point	of	the	story	for	the	rest	of	the	trip.”
 Thanks Zach for sharing a little bit of yourself and for being a part of the GSO family!
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A Note from GSO Historian
 “November 7, 1947-Crowded Theater Greets Noteworthy Debut…”
 That was the headline of The Daily News after the standing-room only debut concert of the Batavia Civic Orchestra 
at	the	Dipson	Batavia	Theater	held	November	6,	1947.		The	printed	review	read	something	like	this:	“History	was	made	
between	8:30	and	10:30	o’clock;	a	dream	came	true,	the	realization	of	an	idea	and	achievement	of	something	on	the	
aesthetic side for a change and it was thrilling, whether it made a lump in your throat or a tear in your eye. November 
6th has become a memorable date, a proud day for all concerned.”
 75 Seasons later, the successor to the Batavia Civic Orchestra, the Genesee Symphony Orchestra celebrated its enduring achievement with 
a	75th	Anniversary	Celebratory	Concert	November	6,	2021	at	GCC.	A	cherished	community	orchestra,	with	both	professional	and	amateur	
musicians	from	all	walks	of	life,	the	GSO	performed	the	music	of	Glinka,	Listz,	Wagner	and	Mozart,	plus	a	specially	composed	piece	just	for	
the occasion by Nancy Pettersen-Strelau. Once again, the Orchestra made history and brought a lump to the throat and a tear to one’s eye of 

those in attendance. 
				What	will	be	said	of	this	concert	25,	50,	75	years	from	now?	
One thing is clear: the dream endures and as long as we have musicians and audiences, beautiful 
music will carry through from Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow! 
					Want	to	learn	more	about	the	Genesee	Symphony	Orchestra	and	its	history?	Visit	the	memory	
books in the reference section of the Richmond Memorial Library or the permanent display 
at	the	Holland	Land	Office	Museum.																																														Joanne	Tumminello,	GSO	

GSO received recognition for its 
75th Anniversary Season at the 
Batavia City Council Meeting 

held	October	25,	2021.
Photo courtesy of TheDailyNewsOnLine.Com

GSO Memorabilia
				GSO	2021-2022	Calendars	are	still	available	for	purchase	for	$15.00.		The	calendar	is	a	beautiful	
GSO keepsake with highlights from our past 75 Seasons. It is perfect addition to your desk or as a 
Christmas	present	for	a	family	member.	The	2021-2022	GSO	Calendars	can	be	purchased	at	GSO	
concerts or ask your favorite board member. 
     And coming soon: GSO travel mugs so you can take us on the go with your favorite beverage.

GSO 2021-2022 Raffle
					GSO	75th	Anniversary	Raffle	Tickets	are	still	on	sale.	
					A	Dazzling	Diamond	Star	Pendant	and	Season	Tickets	for	two.
First Prize: The Diamond Pendant, designed by Lambert’s Design Jewelers of 
Batavia,	holds	enough	dazzle	for	any	special	occasion	or	just	everyday	wear	to	
make you feel special. The pendant and delicate 18” chain are in 14k white gold 
and	the	star	is	encrusted	with	diamonds,	with	a	total	weight	of	.20	carat.	
    Second Prize:	GSO	Season	Tickets	for	two	to	the	2022-2023	Concert	season.
	 	 	 	Drawing	 to	be	held	Sunday,	May	1,	2022,	so	buy	your	 tickets	 today.	Tickets	can	be	
purchased at GSO concerts or from your favorite GSO board member or musician.
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