
    A Note from the GSO Historian
                Countdown to 75…

   …It began in 1947. A small 
group of dedicated individuals 
had the idea of starting a 
small community-oriented 
orchestra. They named it The 
Batavia Civic Orchestra. It 
was a success, growing and 
changing over the years, all 
the while maintaining its core 
mission: to bring excellent 
music and entertainment to 
the Genesee Region. In 1958, 

it became the Genesee Symphony Orchestra and as the old saying goes, 
“the rest is history.”
 But history doesn’t just go on–it evolves and so does the music. From 
the very first program in 1947 to the partial season of 2020 that wasn’t, GSO 
continues to move forward and before you know it, our 75th Year Anniversary 
will be here. So let’s take a moment to remember those who came before us 
and take a walk down memory lane as we count down to 75.
 Want to learn more about the Genesee Symphony Orchestra and its 
history? Visit the memory books in the reference section of the Richmond 
Memorial Library or the permanent display at the Holland Land Office 
Museum.                                ~Joanne Tumminello, GSO Historian

Tentative Concert Season

Message from the Maestro
Dear Friends,
 While we all navigate this unprecedented time, we of the Genesee 
Symphony Orchestra hope you are staying safe and healthy. It is with great 
sadness that we have had to postpone our first two concerts this season, 
originally scheduled for October 18 and December 6. While this is sad 
news, we are still working on concerts in the latter half of the season. In the 
meantime, continue to check our website and social media pages for updates. 
 Amidst all the craziness and postponements, I am happy to deliver 
good news. For the first time, the Genesee Symphony Orchestra will 
perform as the main event for Genesee Community College’s Encore 
program. This has been in the making for many years and we are thrilled 
that it’s finally happening. The Encore event will be completely virtual this 
year, so you can enjoy it from the comfort of your home. We’ll be playing 
favorite holiday pieces such as Sleigh Ride, Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas, Christmas Festival, and more, including a moving Mahler 
solo by Brittney Burgess, whose bio appears in this newsletter. We’ll also 
perform a little Beethoven. You will not want to miss this! 
 For tickets and more information please visit the GCC Foundation 
Encore events webpage at www.gccfoundationinc.org/encore.
 The Orchestra and I are excited and thankful to be back in rehearsal 
for the first time since March. We are savoring every moment, playing our 
hearts out (while socially distanced and masked when possible), and we 
can’t wait for you to watch! 
 As always, we sincerely appreciate your love and support during 
these difficult times. We will return and when we do, the music will be as 
wonderful and as exciting as ever!                                          ~Shade 
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Genesee Symphony Orchestra  2020-2021 Concert Season
Women in Music: A Celebration! 
Sunday, February 28, 2021         4:00 p.m.
Meet the Orchestra                           3:00 p.m.
Ravish and Mayhem | Stephanie Berg 
Four Miniatures | Nancy Pettersen-Strelau 
Blue Cathedral | Jennifer Higdon 
Symphony no. 1 in E Minor | Florence Beatrice Price 

Beethoven and Dvořák!
Sunday, May 2, 2021                 4:00 p.m.
Guest Soloist Brian Preston, Piano
String Workshop
Concerto for Piano & Orchestra no. 1 in C Major | Beethoven 

Brian Preston, Piano 
String Workshop Piece | TBA
Symphony no. 8 in G Major | Dvořák 

The GSO is pleased to be affiliated with 
Genesee Community College as Orchestra 
in Residence since February, 2005.

 Each year GCC holds an Encore event in early December. It’s a 
celebration of the Christmas season and a major scholarship fundraiser for 
deserving GCC students. This year’s Encore event will be held virtually on 
Saturday December 12. 
 For the first time, the GSO will be the featured orchestra, joined by a 
soloist and choral selections from the Genesee Chorale. What a great way to 
collaborate and celebrate in this challenging time!
 We encourage GSO supporters (that’s you!) to “STEP UP” and buy 
tickets for Encore 2020. Those who purchase an Encore Platinum Patron 
Ticket will receive dinner from a local restaurant (takeout only) or have the 
option to receive a gift certificate to the restaurant for use at a later date. 
Ticket holders will be given full access to the Encore event including current 
GCC student scholarship recipients, GCC student digital photography class 
student artwork display, and more! Ticketholders will view GCC dignitaries’ 
welcoming addresses. The GSO will then play a fun and festive concert of 
holiday music, specially recorded, with the added touch of a movement from 
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5.
 This virtual Encore concert will include choral selections from the 
Genesee Chorale, accompanied by the GSO. Also featured will be Brittney 
Burgess of Eastman and Nazareth schools, singing part of Mahler’s 
Resurrection symphony. The Urlicht (Primal Light) movement is marked 
“very solemn, but simple.” It illustrates longing for relief from worldly woes, 
and introduces the Finale–fitting for today’s times.
 The theme for Encore this year is Be the Light. This GSO virtual concert 
is just that in this COVID-19 year: we’re all helping transition from darkness 
to light. Help everyone, especially GCC students, Be the Light as part of this 
year’s Encore. Purchase tickets at www.gccfoundationinc.org/encore. 
 Encore Patron tickets and sponsorships ($100 and up) include dinner. 
Concert-only tickets are $50. All proceeds benefit the Genesee Community 
College Scholarship fund.

December Performance

This project is made possible with funds from the 
Decentralization Program, a regrant program of the New 
York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor 

Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature and administered 
by GO ART!.



   

   

 As you know, your Genesee Symphony Orchestra has been in “pause mode” for several months as we wait to see what direction the COVID-19 Era takes us. 
 Like all our wonderful supporters, GSO musicians anxiously await when we can hear our orchestra “ringing the halls” again.  Our October and 
December concerts are postponed, and we await rehearsal and performance venues opening up again. We do hope to have in-person concerts February 
28 and May 2, 2021 and will keep you posted. In the meantime, we thought it best to put out this newsletter to let you know the GSO alive, well, and 
itching to make music again! 
 If you have sent ticket money and/or donations to the GSO, we are mailing back complimentary tickets and our thank you for any donations. 
 On the good news front, the GSO will present a virtual concert for the December 12th Encore event in support of the Genesee Community College 
Foundation and Scholarship Fundraiser. To that end, we have been rehearsing Friday nights on stage at GCC, practicing all protective protocols. GSO 
musicians are very happy to be playing again, and to be part of this long-running GCC event! This virtual concert will be recorded, to be enjoyed 
exclusively by Encore registrants on December 12, in the comfort of their homes. For Encore information or tickets, visit the GCC Foundation Encore 
events www.gccfoundationinc.org/encore. Encore Patron tickets and sponsorships ($100 and up) include dinner, but there is also just a concert ticket 
price ($50). All proceeds benefit the Genesee Community College Scholarship Program.
 Several GSO musicians were able to play for the Leadership Genesee Our Arts and Culture Day in September at DeWitt Park (see article). GSO 
musicians may also be playing virtually for the Holland Land Office’s Wonderland of Trees event.
 We are very thankful to GSO musicians to “keep the music playing” as we get through this challenging time. And we appreciate our supporters for 
keeping our orchestra up front in your thoughts.  We all work together in hope that in-person concerts will become a reality again in the very near future. 
Meanwhile, our thanks–and reminder to KEEP SAFE and KEEP STRONG.                   ~Roxie Choate and Justin Hopkins-GSO Board Co-Presidents

GSO Newsletter                                                                                                        2020-2021 Concert Season
Presidents’ Note

On Being a New GSO Board Member
 As the lights go down and the music starts to play, my pulse
rate slows and I completely relax as the music surrounds me. This 
is the Genesee Symphony Orchestra concert experience, for me. 
I’m not a musician or well versed in identifying the composers 
of musical selections, and explaining the difference between 
G Major and C Major would be impossible; however, for me 
the instruments in a symphony are a coalescing of sounds into 
captivating, beautiful music.
 I’ve recently become a member of the Genesee Symphony 
Orchestra Board of Directors because I feel so strongly that the GSO 
is one of the cultural pearls in our community and it needs to continue. 
The GSO Board of Directors is a hard working group of volunteers 
dedicated to help support and sustain the symphony. Unfortunately, 
the corona virus has quarantined and isolated us. It has opened my 
eyes to human inequalities and our differences. Music, however, can 
be enjoyed by all. It has a unique magnetic quality that brings people 
from all walks of life together (social distanced) to share in the concert 
experience and walk away saying, “That was terrific!” 
                                                                  ~Betsy Tuites

   Brittney Bryanna Burgess, Soprano
  Brittney is a lyric soprano from 
New York City, currently pursuing a 
Master’s degree in Vocal Performance 
and Literature at Eastman. She is a 2018 
graduate of Nazareth College where she 
earned a Bachelors of Music in Music 
Education and Vocal Performance.
   Brittney made her operatic debut in 
the Nazareth Opera production of The 

Old Maid and the Thief by Menotti, and has appeared in other 
performing venues: Nazareth Linehan Chapel, Callahan Theatre, 
Kilbourn Hall, Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, and Chautauqua 
Amphitheater. Brittney was the First Place Prizewinner for the 
Eastern Regional NATS Competition at Ithaca College. 
 Brittney has done vocal backup for Josh Groban for the 
past 3 years, and a voice over for a new character on Sesame 
Street. She was honored as an emerging singer at Opera Works 
Intensive in Los Angeles, was a finalist at the Civic Morning 
Musicals Competition in Syracuse, and in an online classical 
singer competition. She was awarded a Vocal Performance 
Award at Nazareth and sang America the Beautiful for her class 
commencement. 
 Brittney is excited to be performing Urlicht in this 
performance with the GSO, as it has been performed by her idol 
Jessye Norman.

Where There’s a Will, There’s a Way...
 Itching to play despite the first half of the GSO’s 2020-21 season 
postponed, GSO musicians accepted the invitation of the good folks at 
Leadership Genesee to provide accompaniment and joy at LG’s September 
2nd cultural event at DeWitt Park in Batavia. S. Shade Zajac provided 
cello solos, and GSO flutists Marjorie Fulmer, Pamela Wentworth, Fran 
Woodworth and Sydney Moore provided more sweet music.

Shade and Nicole Got Married!
 GSO Music Director and Conductor S. 
Shade Zajac and Nicole Sturdivant were 
married  August 9, 2020 in Canandaigua.
     It’s a GSO love story: Nicole, a Roberts 
Wesleyan music grad, is in the Horn 
section of the GSO. Kiran Rajamani (GSO 
Concertmaster) and Giovanni Magagnoli 
(GSO Viola section) were Best Men. 
Nicole is now a grad student and is going 
by Nicole Sturdivant-Zajac.
   GSO musicians, Board, and officers 
salute and congratulate the happy couple!

Announcing GSO’s NEW LOGO Contest 
       In anticipation of the Genesee Symphony’s 75th Anniversary season 
(2021-2022) we are looking for a new logo design to commemorate the 
anniversary event and beyond.The contest is open to the public. Check the 
GSO’s facebook page, the website and future GSO newsletters, programs, 
and brochures for updates and requirements. Please spread the word to artists 
and designers who might be interested! 
                                                ~Dave Keller, GSO musician & Board member

GSO Annual Raffle 2021: A Cozy Quilt
 When the thermometer begins to drop we look 
longingly toward thick sweaters, fuzzy slippers, 
and ... cozy quilts, which is exactly what GSO has 
in store for this first prize season’s annual raffle. We 
have been extremely fortunate to receive a specially 
designed and crafted quilt by a local, accomplished 
quilting artist. The beautiful needle craft project 
entitled “Formal” is sized for a double bed and is 
constructed using fabrics of black, white, and gold 

with musical motifs. In addition to this stunning bed covering, second 
prize is a package of 4 quilted placemats done in music-themed fabrics 
for your table. Tickets for this year’s fundraiser will be $5/1, $10/3 with 
the drawing taking place in spring of 2021. The GSO Board hopes these 
unique, one-of-a-kind needle craft items will appeal to your appreciation 
of creativity and warm, cozy moments. As always, we extend a heartfelt 
thank you for your continued support of our organization.

                    GSO Website 
                                 Visit us at www.geneseesymphony.com and find the most up 
to date information for concert events and symphony news. Purchase your concert 
tickets online, and sign up for the email version of the GSO newsletter!


